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Population  estimated  at  last  Census,  1911  ...  10,914 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  37,990 

Sub=  Districts  with  Population. 

Cockerton  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,467 

Haughton-le-Skerne  ...  ...  ...  2,071 

Heighington  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,397 

Coniscliffe  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,276 

Middleton-St. -George  ...  ...  ...  1,854 

Hurworth  * ...  ...  ...  ...  1,849 


Total  ...  10,914 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Darlington  Rural  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  your  District  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1911. 

I have  taken  my  estimates  from  the  census  of  1911,  viz.,  10,914, 
the  census  of  1901  being  9,591,  showing  a considerable  increase. 
There  are  a few  points  of  interest  which  1 may  here  briefly  refer. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  257,  showing  a decrease  of  17,  but 
about  the  average  for  the  decade  1906  to  1911. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  is  176,  also  showing  an  increase  of 
42  to  the  previous  year. 

One  hundred  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  notified 
during  the  year,  showing  a considerable  increase  to  the  previous 
year,  no  less  than  85  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  being  notified. 

The  Infant  Mortality  remains  about  the  same  and  compares 
favourably  with  preceding  years.  Debility,  Bronchitis  and 
Premature  Birth  account  for  most  of  the  deaths  under  one  year. 

Durfng  the  past  year  your  Sanitary  Department  has  received 
considerable  attention.  The  usual  methods  of  inspection,  dis- 
infecting articles  of  clothing  and  distribution  of  disinfectants  has 
been  expeditiously  carried  on. 

The  House  and  Town  Planning  Act  is  receiving  every  attention. 

Your  Council  continues  providing  a gratuitous  supply  of 
Diphtheria  Anti-toxic  Serum  and  is  still  much  appreciated  and 
taken  advantage  of  very  largely  by  Medical  Practitioners  in  your 
District. 

The  examination  of  specimens  at  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory 
in  Newcastle,  at  the  expense  of  your  Council,  is  very  much 
appreciated  and  is  now  very  largely  taken  advantage  of. 

The  question  of  Sewage  Disposal,  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and 
Dwelling-Houses  have  bulked  largely  in  the  Sanitary  considerations 
of  the  year. 
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BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  257  births  (138  females  and  119  males)  have 
been  registered  in  your  District,  as  against  274  (143  males  and 
131  females)  in  1910.  This  gives  a birth-rate  of  23'5  per  1,000 
persons  per  annum,  as  against  28-5  per  1,000  persons  in  1910. 
The  birth-rate  for  the  year  shows  a decided  decrease  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  and  if  this  decrease  continues,  the  Rural 
areas  would  soon  become  very  thinly  populated.  No  doubt  many 
agencies  account  for  this  decrease.  Amongst  them  may  be 
mentioned,  marrying  later  in  life  and  the  desire  of  many  not  to 
become  mothers. 

DEATHS. 

There  were  176  deaths  (86  females  and  90  males)  registered  as 
occurring  in  your  District  in  1911,  and  2,  although  belonging  to 
your  District,  died  in  Institutions  without  your  District. 

The  annual  death-rate  is,  therefore,  16*1  per  1,000  persons,  as 
compared  with  13'9  per  1,000  persons  in  1910. 

The  death-rate  shows  an  increase,  but  according  to  the  new 
census  the  increase  is  hardly  appreciable,  although  the  average 
remains  about  the  same  for  the  decade  1910 — 1911. 

The  deaths  occurring  in  Institutions  without  your  District  are  as 
follows : — 

County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Sedgefield  ...  1 

The  Hospital,  Darlington  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  2 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

35  deaths  occurred  under  one  year,  as  against  30  in  1910,  which 
shows  a slight  increase,  and  which  may  be  accounted  for  partly  by 
the  large  number  of  deaths  due  to  Premature  Birth,  all  of  which 
died  under  one  month.  The  infant  mortality  is  5 above  the  average 
from  the  year  1906. 

The  above  figures  give  an  annual  death-rate  of  3*2  per  1,000 
persons,  or  a mortality  of  136*1  per  1,000  births  registered,  as 
compared  with  3*1  per  1,000  persons,  and  109*4  per  1,000  births 
registered  in  1910. 

The  proportion  of  infantile  to  all  other  deaths  is  slightly  increased, 
and  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  infantile  deaths 
due  to  Premature  Birth,  and  which  never  had  a shadow  of  chance 
to  live.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table  that,  although  the 
deaths  under  one  year  are  increased,  they  are  considerably  below 
the  year  1903, 
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The  deaths  oeeurring  under  one  year  since  1903  are  as  follows: 


In  1903 
„ 1904 
„ 1905 
„ 1906 
,,  1907 
„ 1908 
„ 1909 
„ 1910 
„ 1911 


53  deaths 

35  „ 

30  „ 

36  „ 


28 

28 

28 

30 

35 


Average  since  1903,  33  deaths  under  one  year. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  under  one  year,  Premature  Birth, 
Bronchitis,  and  Convulsions.  Of  the  35  registered,  2 were  under 
one  week  old  and  19  under  one  month,  no  less  than  8 being  due  to 
Premature  Birth. 


The  deaths  under  one  year  occurred  in  the 


1911 

Cockerton 

6 deaths 

Haughton-le-Skerne 

...  5 „ 

Heigh  ington 

...  6 „ 

Coniscliffe 

...  5 „ 

Middleton -St. -George 

8 ,, 

Hurworth  ... 

...  5 ,, 

follow  Sub-Districts: 
1910 
4 deaths 


5 

6 
1 

10 

4 


? 1 


9 9 
9 9 

9 9 


Totals  ...  35  ,,  .,  30  ,, 

In  regard  to  the  Infant  Mortality,  I can  only  repeat  what  I have 
said  in  previous  reports;  only  I am  more  convinced  than  ever  that 
many  infant  lives  are  sacrificed  by  ignorant  errors  in  the  feeding 
and  rearing  of  infants,  artificial  feeding  being  largely  substituted 
for  breast  feeding,  which  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 
During  the  year,  while  on  my  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits,  I 
discovered  a child,  aged  2^  months,  being  fed  on  a mixture  of 
potatoes,  gravy  and  milk,  the  whole  forming  a pultaceous  mass; 
the  child  was  thin,  pale,  puny  and  peevish.  The  mother,  on  being 
remonstrated  with,  said,  “ She  was  advised  by  an  old  woman  (the 
next-door  neighbour)  to  feed  it  as  described,  she  herself  having 
reared  thirteen  of  a family  and  all  of  them  being  fed  thus.”  I 
instructed  her  as  to  how  it  should  be  fed,  and  the  proper 
proportions  of  milk  and  water,  etc.  On  again  visiting  her  two 
months  later,  I found  the  child  bright  and  happy,  and  increased 
considerably  in  weight;  and  I have  since  been  informed  that  this 
person  has  been  the  means  of  saving  other  children  from  this 
torture  feeding. 

On  seeing  this  and  other  cases  which  I could  cite,  I would  again 
recommend  a Lady  Health  Visitor  and  the  adoption  of  the 
Notification  of  Births’  Act, 
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The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred 


Under  1 year 

35  deaths 

1 — 5 years 

11 

? 9 

5 — 15  years 

7 

15 — 25  years 

8 

? ? 

25 — 65  years 

47 

?? 

65  and  upwards  ... 

...  ' ...  68 

Total  ...  176 

During  the  year  2 deaths  were  uncertified  and  6 certified  by  a 
Coroner  after  inquest,  as  compared  with  5 in  1910. 

Heart  Disease  is  responsible  for  20  deaths,  as  against  13  in  1910, 
giving  a death-rate  of  1'8  per  1,000  persons,  compared  with  1*3  per 
1,000  in  1910. 

Cancer  caused  14  deaths,  giving  a death-rate  of  1-2  per  1,000, 
as  against  9 in  1910  and  a death-rate  of  ’9  per  1,000  persons. 

Eight  deaths  are  due  to  Zymotic  diseases,  giving  a Zymotic 
death-rate  of  *7  per  1,000  persons,  as  compared  with  9,  and  a 
death-rate  of  -9  per  1,000  persons  in  1910.  The  principle  Zymotic 
diseases  being  Small  Pox,  Scarlet,  Typhus  and  Enteric  Fevers, 
Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea. 

PHTHISIS. 

Phthisis  caused  11  deaths,  giving  a Phthisical  death-rate  of  PO 
per  1,000  persons,  as  against  9 and  a death-rate  of  *9  per  1,000 
persons  in  1910. 

Other  Tubercular  diseases  account  for  10  deaths,  giving  a death- 
rate  of  ’9  per  1,000  persons.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that 
Tubercular  disease  in  some  form  claims  21  deaths,  which  is  nearly 
2 per  1,000. 

Now  that  Phthisis  has  become  notifiable,  one  naturally  expects 
a reduced  death-rate  from  this  infectious  disease.  Public  attention 
is  so  much  drawn  to  this  disease  that  I feel  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
very  much  in  regard  to  it;  but  one  point  I cannot  too  strongly 
impress,  that  Phthisis  is  an  infectious  disease  and  should  be 
treated  with  the  same  precautionary  measures  as  any  other 
infectious  disease.  I feel  assumed  that  your  Council  will  have  to 
face  the  expenditure  of  Sanatorium  treatment  or  providing  shelters 
for  use  at  their  own  homes,  because  the  “ fresh  ” air  in  the  back 
yard  is  preferable  to  that  found  in  the  badly-lighted  and  non- 
ventilated  small  rooms  in  many  of  the  houses,  and  the  sooner 
people  are  educated  to  the  fact  that  fresh  air  is  indispensable  in 
the  treatment  of  Phthisis,  the  sooner  will  Phthisis  be  a scourge  no 
longer.  No  cases  of  Phthisis  have  been  notified  during  the  year, 
but  now  that  it  has  become  compulsory,  it  will  be  more  easily 
compared  with  other  Districts  as  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease. 
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The  distribution  of  deaths  in  point  of  seasons  was  as  follows, 
with  a comparison  of  the  previous  year : — 


1911 

1910 

1911 

1910 

January  ... 

18 

...  13 

J Lily 

16 

...  9 

February  ... 

24 

...  12 

August 

8 

...  3 

March 

10 

...  15 

September 

14 

7 

April 

22 

...  12 

October 

16 

...  14 

May 

17 

...  13 

November 

9 

...  11 

June 

12 

...  11 

December 

10 

...  14 

Totals 

103 

76 

73 

58 

13  persons  died  above  the  age  of  80  years,  giving  an  average  of 
86-|-  years.  The  oldest  registered  during  the  year  being  94  years 
and  the  youngest  being  twenty  minutes. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1911,  100  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  have  been  notified,  this  being  an  increase  of 
53  cases  on  the  previous  year.  The  increase  is  solely  due  to  the 
epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  occurred  in  different  parts  of  your 
District ; that  in  the  Aycliffe  District  being  due  to  mild  unrecognised 
cases  attending  School.  On  the  whole  the  Scarlet  Fever  was  of  a 
very  mild  type,  and  no  deaths  have  been  registered  from  Scarlet 
Fever.  It  was  found  necessary  to  make  an  example  of  a youth  at 
Haughton-le-Skerne  who,  while  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  and 
being  in  the  stage  of  peeling,  wantonly  exposed  himself  to  the 
public  danger  by  walking  about  the  village  with  other  boys,  visiting 
the  public  reading  room,  and  purchasing  goods  in  a shop.  By 
taking  proceedings  against  him  in  court,  he  was  admonished  by  the 
Magistrates  and  fined  five  shillings  and  costs. 

The  children  from  Harrowgate  Hill,  Rise  Carr  and  Blackwell 
attend  schools  in  the  Borough  of  Darlington,  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  cases  notified  from  these  places  were  contracted 
in  the  Borough,  which  has  been  also  suffering  from  an  epidemic  of 
Scarlet  Fever.  19  cases  of  the  following  diseases  were  removed 
to  the  Darlington  Corporation  Fever  Hospital  for  treatment,  as 
against  16  in  1910 Scarlet  Fever,  14;  Diphtheria,  3;  Typhoid,  2. 
These  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  either  on  account  of 
improper  isolation,  the  trade  carried  on  at  the  home,  or  due  to  the 
condition  of  the  houses, 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  cases  notified : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

85  cases 

Erysipelas  ... 

• . . 

7 „ 

Diphtheria  ... 

6 ,, 

Enteric  Fever 

2 „ 

Total  ...  100 

These  were  notified  from 

the  following  Districts  : — 

Scarlet  Fever,  85  cases. 

Aycliffe 

30 

Haughton-Ie-Skerne 

Harrowgate  Hill  ... 

7 

Middleton- St. -George 

Low  Coniscliffe 

6 

Hurworth  ... 

Barmpton  ... 

4 

Blackwell  ... 

Heigh  ington 

2 

Coatham  Mundeville 

Great  Burdon 

2 

Cockerton  ... 

Rise  Carr  ... 

1 

High  Coniscliffe  ... 

Whessoe 

1 

Total 

Erysipelas,  7 cases. 

Walworth  ... 

2 

Heighington 

Aycliffe 

1 

Coatham  Mundeville 

Middleton-one-Row 

1 

Neasham  ... 

Total 

Diphtheria,  6 cases. 

Sadberge 

4 

Brussleton  ... 

Hurworth  ... 

1 

Total 

Enteric  Fever,  2 cases. 

Aycliffe 

1 

Rise  Carr  ... 

Total 

14 

6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 85 


1 

1 

1 

— 7 
1 

— 6 


1 

— 2 


Although  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  excessively  high,  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  the  few  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  notified, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  Scarlet  Fever,  this  year’s  compares 
very  favourably  with  any  preceding  year.  No  cases  of  Smallpox 
were  notified  during  the  year.  I received  three  notices  of  contacts 
having  removed  to  your  District;  these  were  visited  and  all 
precautions  taken  as  to  its  further  spreading.  It  is  appalling  to 
think  how  many  cases  would  occur  if  a case  was  to  occur  in  your 
District,  because  within  the  last  few  years  very  many  persons  are 
unprotected  by  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  ; and,  unfortunately, 
exemptions  from  vaccination  are  very  much  on  the  increase,  and, 
in  all  probability,  will  increase  still  further  until  vaccinated  persons 
will  be  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 


m 
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Great  Ayclilfe. — 30  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1 of  Enteric  and 
1 of  Erysipelas  vrere  notified  in  this  village  during  the  year.  As 
already  stated,  the  epidemic,  no  doubt,  was  due  to  the  unreeognised 
cases  attending  school.  The  case  of  Enteric  was  removed  to  the 
Darlington  Corporation  Fever  Hospital.  Both  the  sehools  on  two 
separate  occasions  were  disinfected.  Several  houses  in  the 
village  have  undergone  struetural  alterations ; two  by  Mrs.  Coulson 
in  High  Street  are  now  good-class  dwelling-houses,  and  also  two 
in  Heighington  Street.  Sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  to  the  farm  premises  at  Burn  House.  A sample  of  water  taken 
from  the  well  supplying  the  farm  was  found,  on  analysis,  to  be 
polluted  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes:  a purer  supply  has  been 
obtained.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  owners  of  insanitary 
farm  buildings  situated  in  High  Street.  The  court  ordered  the 
premises  to  be  demolished  and  rebuilt.  An  analysis  of  the  public 
supply  of  water  still  continues  to  be  wholesome,  and  the  supply 
abundant. 

School  Aycliffe  . — Analysis  of  water  taken  from  two  farm  houses 
showed  the  water  to  contain  an  excess  of  bad.  New  supplies  have 
been  obtained  which  are  of  wholesome  quality. 

Barmpton. — Four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  this 
village,  and  tw^o,  on  account  of  the  inability  of  the  parents  to  nurse 
them  at  home,  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  The  children  from 
Barmpton  attend  Haughton-le-Skerne  School,  and,  no  doubt,  they 
contracted  the  disease  there. 

Blackwell. — Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  Blackwell 
and  all  of  them  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  One  oceurred  at  a 
dairy  farm  supplying  milk  into  the  Borough  of  Darlington. 
Inspection  has  been  made  of  the  farm  premises  at  Spring  House, 
Blaekwell  Farm  and  Oxney  Flatt.  The  owner  has  agreed  to  carry 
out  all  improvements  required,  whieh  include  water  supply  from 
the  Darlington  Corporation  Mains,  drainage,  paving,  new  cow- 
by  res,  and  the  repair  of  structural  defects  to  the  houses. 

Brafferton. — ^Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  two  public  wells 
show  that  the  water  in  the  low  well  is  of  good  and  wholesome 
quality,  but  the  water  from  the  high  well  was  slightly  polluted. 
The  water  has  been  secured  against  pollution  and  is  now  of  good 
quality. 

Burden,  Great. — Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  at 
Burdon,  probably  contraeted  at  Haughton-le-Skerne  while  attending 
school.  It  is  intended  during  the  present  year  to  draw  up  a scheme 
for  the  reserving  of  this  village.  Analysis  of  the  water  supplies 
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show  that  3 of  them  are  not  of  good  quality,  and  arrangements  are 
being  made  with  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  to  lay  a rider  main 
to  supply  the  village  with  water. 

Goatharn  WlundeYiile. — Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at 
this  small  village.  New  drainage  has  been  provided  to  the  houses 
at  the  Mill  and  structural  repairs  carried  out. 

Cockerton. — Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Cockerton 
and  a case  of  Enteric  at  Rise  Carr,  in  the  Cockerton  Township, 
which  was  removed  to  the  Hospital.  The  cowsheds  at  Rise  Carr 
Farm  have  been  re- modelled  and  the  whole  of  the  premises  re- 
drained. New  cowsheds  have  been  built  at  Huntershaw  Farm  and 
a supply  of  water  from  the  Corporation  main  laid  to  the  farm* 
Several  large  ashpits  have  been  converted  into  ashclosets,  and 
several  into  water  closets. 

High  Coniscliffe.  — One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  this 
village.  A sample  of  water  taken  from  the  public  well  showed,  on 
analysis,  to  be  slightly  polluted  with  surface  water,  but  not  sufficient 
to  make  it  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  The  water  gained  access 
to  the  well  through  the  door  which  is  set  below  the  road  in  a 
disused  quarry. 

Low  CoBisclilfe. — Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  Low 
Coniscliffe.  On  visiting  the  school  I found  several  children 
suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  I immediately  had  them  isolated, 
2 being  removed  to  the  Hospital.  A sample  of  water  taken  from 
the  public  well  was  found,  on  analysis,  to  be  of  wholesome  quality. 
The  Baydale  Beck  Inn  has  been  entirely  rebuilt  after  a closing 
order  was  made  for  the  house. 

Low  Dilisdale  — New  cowsheds  have  been  erected  on  Thorntree 
Farm  and  the  premises  entirely  re-drained.  Three  houses  at  Close 
Houses  have  also  been  re-drained  into  a cesspool. 

Haughton-le-Skerne. — 14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified 
in  this  village.  The  fever  in*  this  village  was,  no  doubt,  spread  by 
a young  man  who  utterly  disregarded  the  instructions  given  him 
as  to  isolation  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  his  own  Medical 
Attendant  and  myself,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  proceed- 
ings against  him  in  court.  During  the  hot  Summer  repeated 
complaints  were  made  of  the  obnoxious  smells  arising  from  man- 
holes in  the  village  during  pumping  operations.  A large  ventilating 
column  was  fixed  on  the  green  near  the  Church.  This  appears  to 


10 


have  remedied  the  evil  as  far  as  the  lower  end  of  the  village  is 
concerned,  but  complaint  is  still  made  of  the  higher  end  of  the 
village,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  erect  another  shaft  at  this  point. 
The  streets  on  the  Harrowgate  Hill  Estate  have  not  yet  been 
made  up. 

Heighington. — Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  this 
village,  the  one  case  being  quite  independent  of  the  other  as  far  as 
source  of  infection  was  concerned.  A house  in  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  village  has  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  I 
understand  it  is  to  be  rebuilt  and  made  habitable.  The  water 
from  the  public  pant  was  found  to  be,  on  analysis,  of  excellent 
quality. 

Hou^hton-le-Side. — The  small  installation  for  sewage  disposal 
put  down  in  this  place  acts  in  every  way  satisfactory,  and  there  is 
no  fault  to  be  found  with  the  effluent.  A sample  of  water  taken 
from  the  public  dip-well  is  satisfactory. 

Hurworth. — Four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of  Diphtheria 
were  notified  from  Hurworth.  Two  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
attended  school  in  the  Borough  of  Darlington.  The  Diphtheria 
case  occurred  in  a house  which  was  very  damp,  and  in  which  there 
was  a long  untrapped  waste  pipe:  the  owner  has  promised  to 
remedy  these  defects.  A great  amount  of  Sanitary  work  has  been 
accomplished  in  this  village  during  the  year.  Two  branch  sewers 
have  been  entirely  relaid  with  flushing  tanks  at  the  heads.  Four 
houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation.  One  of  these 
houses  is  now  being  repaired  and  converted  into  two  dwellings, 
and  another  is  being  repaired  and  enlarged.  Two  houses  have 
undergone  structural  alterations,  water  supply  laid  in  and  ashpits 
converted  into  ashclosets. 

Middleton-St.-Gaorge. — Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  of 
Erysipelas  have  been  notified  in  Middleton-St. -George.  No  trouble 
has  been  experienced  with  the  main  sewer  as  in  former  years, 
although  the  rainfall  was  very  heavy  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is 
intended  to  convert  a branch  sewer  running  down  the  front  of  the 
Old  and  New  Rows  into  a surface  water  drain,  and  connect  up  the 
houses  served  at  present  with  this  sewer  into  a sewer  running 
down  the  back  streets.  This  will  relieve  the  pressure  of  water  in 
the  main  sewer  and  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Neasham. — Analysis  of  water  from  the  two  public  wells  showed 
that  the  sample  from  the  west  end  of  the  village  was  of  good  and 
wholesome  quality,  while  that  of  the  east  end  was  unfit  for  drinking 
purposes.  The  well  at  the  east  end  is  protected  from  surface 
contamination,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  spring  itself  is  polluted. 


11 


The  spring  arises  below  some  houses  which  were,  until  recently, 
drained  by  common  field  pipes,  and  the  ground  around  the  house 
is  used  as  a market  garden.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
advisable  to  arrange  for  a supply  of  water  from  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board,  whose  main  is  laid  within  half-a-mile  of  the  village, 
than  try  to  remedy  the  existing  supply.  The  houses  near  the  well 
have  been  inspected,  and  the  owner  is  putting  them  into  repair, 
relaying  the  drains  and  converting  the  ashmiddens  into  ashclosets. 

Redworth. — One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Low  West 
Thickley  Farm,  near  Brussleton  Houses,  in  this  township,  and,  no 
doubt,  may  be  attributable  to  the  extreme  dampness  of  the  house. 
The  North  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  agreed  to  make  up  the 
back  streets  at  Brussleton  Houses. 

Sadberge. — Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  this  village, 
and  two  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  The  six 
houses  in  West  Row  have  been  put  into  habitable  repair,  and  three 
demolished  by  the  owners. 

Walworth. — A closing  order  has  been  made  in  respect  of  a 
house  at  Walworthgate,  but  it  is  impossible  to  proceed  further  as 
the  tenant’s  health  is  such  that  it  is  impossible  to  have  her 
removed. 

Whessoe. — At  Whessoe  Farm  the  farm  buildings  have  been  re- 
modelled, the  cowsheds  brought  up  to  the  standard  required  by 
your  Regulations.  The  whole  of  the  premises  have  been  re-drained, 
new  water  supply  provided  and  many  other  necessary  improvements 
carried  out.  At  Whessoe  Cottage  Farm  the  whole  of  the  premises 
have  been  re-drained,  new  water  supply  provided,  and  the  cowsheds 
brought  up  to  the  standard  required  by  your  Regulations. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  only  complaints  during  the  year  have  been  in  respect  to  the 
works  at  Whessoe  and  Blackwell.  At  Blackwell  the  pipes  conveying 
the  sewage  from  the  tank  on  to  the  land  have  been  raised  so  that 
the  sewage  can  be  treated  further  away  from  dwellings  and  in 
shallower  trenches.  Fresh  trenches  are  dug  twice  a week  and  the 
old  trenches  filled  in  with  the  excavations  from  the  new.  When 
the  flow  of  sewage  is  normal  it  readily  soakes  into  the  sandy  ground, 
and  the  works  are  now  acting  well.  No  complaints  from  the  smells 
have  been  made  since  the  alterations  were  carried  out. 

The  works  at  Harrowgate  Village  have  not  yet  been  commenced 
with,  the  delay  being  occasioned  in  arranging  for  the  sewer  for  part 
of  its  length  to  be  laid  above  ground  and  embanked.  It  is  expected 
the  arrangements  will  be  complete  at  a near  date. 


« 
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The  works  at  Middleton- St. -George  are  acting  satisfactorily.  The 
levelling-up  of  the  beds  causes  the  sewage  to  be  more  evenly 
distributed  over  the  land,  and  better  filtration  is  assured. 

The  works  at  Hurworth,  Hurworth  Place,  Redworth,  Low 
Coniscliffe  and  Harrowgate  Hill  Estate  are  all  acting  satisfactorily. 

The  sewage  of  Haughton-le-Skerne  and  Cockerton  is  treated  by 
the  Darlington  Corporation  at  their  works. 

SCAVENGING. 

Serious  complaints  were  made  during  the  Summer  of  the 
scavenging  of  Hurworth,  but  after  your  Council  threatened  to 
cancel  the  contract,  the  contractor  gave  better  satisfaction. 

Numerous  complaints  were  received  of  the  scavenging  of 
Cockerton,  but  this  was  greatly  improved  after  the  contractor 
was  written  to. 

In  all  other  Districts  where  public  scavenging  has  been  adopted 
the  contractors  have  given  satisfaction. 

My  recommendation  that  public  scavenging  be  adopted  in 
Sadberge  was  carried  out,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  since 
its  adoption,  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified  from 
this  village. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

During  the  year  a great  many  improvements  have  been  made  to 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  your  District.  In  six  instances  the 
cowsheds  have  been  re-modelled,  more  ventilation,  better  lighting, 
paving,  drainage  and  water  supplies  provided.  In  three  cases 
entirely  new  cowsheds  have  been  built  on  most  up-to-date 
principles.  Many  other  minor  improvements  have  also  been 
carried  out. 

BYE-LAWS  WITH  RESPECT  TO  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  revision  of  the  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Slaughter  Houses 
are  now  under  consideration.  : 

CLOSURE  OF  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  the  following  Schools  have  been  closed  owing 
to  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  : — - 

Low  Coniscliffe  closed  August  28th  for  3 weeks 
Aycliffe  C.E.  closed  September  21st  for  3 weeks,  and 
November  20th  for  3 weeks 
Haughton-le-Skerne  closed  October  3rd  for  2 weeks 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Sanitary  work  done  during 
the  year  1911  : — 


I Four  conditions 

Dwelling-houses  i Structural  defects 

(Overcrowding 
Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

Cowsheds 

Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  Manure 
Waterclosets 
Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 


House  Drainage 


j Defective  Traps 
(Other  Faults 


Water  Supply 
Animals  improperly  kept 


1 

11 

2 

6 

7 

19 

1 

4 

12 

4 

9 

8 

1 


Total  ...  85 


The  above  gives  the  total  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year, 
but  in  addition  64  informal  notices  were  written  by  the  Inspector, 
and  63  notices  by  order  of  Authority. 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  28 

Samples  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ...  ...  14 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ...  19 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  96 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  4 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  ...  1 

Convictions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  ...  1 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  5 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year  5 

Ashpit  Privies  converted  into  Ashclosets  ...  ...  17 

Ashpit  Privies  converted  into  Waterclosets  ...  2 

Total  number  of  Waterclosets  in  the  District  ...  387 

Total  number  of  Ashclosets  in  the  District  ...  388 

Total  number  of  Ashpit  Privies  in  the  District  ...  1518 


Plans  for  the  following  we*re  submitted  and  approved  during  the 
year  1911  : — 

Dwelling-houses  ... 

Alterations  and  Additions  to  Dwelling-houses 
Cowsheds 
Stables 

Parish  Church  Hall,  Fleighington 
Estate  Plan 


5 

5 

7 

3 

1 

1 
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HOUSE  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  ...  6 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  on  which,  after  inspection,  notices 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts  were  served  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

without  Closing  Orders  being  made  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  made  lit  for  human  habitation. 

Closing  Orders  being  made  the  previous  year  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  by  the  owners  ...  ...  2 

The  houses  made  lit  for  human  habitation,  the  orders  being  made 
in  1910,  are  at  Sadberge  and  Low  Coniscliffe.  Those  at  Sadberge 
comprise  a row  of  houses  known  as  West  Row,  and  a great 
improvement  has  been  made  both  in  structural  condition  and 
appearance.  The  two  houses  demolished  were  part  of  the  same 
row.  At  Low  Coniscliffe  the  old  Baydale  Beck  Inn  was  pulled 
down  and  entirely  rebuilt. 

The  houses  at  which  closing  orders  were  made  during  the  year 
are  as  follows  : — 

4 at  Hurworth,  1 at  Walworth  Gate,  1 at  Heighington 

Two  of  the  houses  at  Hurworth  and  the  one  at  Heighington  are 
at  present  undergoing  repairs. 

The  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  were  in  respect 
of  houses  situated  at  Sadberge,  Hurworth  and  Neasham. 

The  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  still  remains  at  44, 
and  under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  they  have  been 
regularly  visited  and  inspected.  In  several  instances  improvements 
were  suggested  and  were  promptly  carried  out  by  the  owners. 

The  general  work  of  the  Food  and  Drugs’  Act  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  County  Council. 

A great  amount  of  Sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  year,  which  yearly  is  increasing,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report 
that  the  high  standard  of  sanitary  efficiency  in  your  District  is  well 
maintained,  and  I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Mr.  Pallister,  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  both  enthusiastic  and  thorough  in  his 
work. 

You  will  find  the  usual  tables  attached. 

Allow  me  to  again  thank  the  Council  and  its  Officers  for  their 
kindness  and  support  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  during  the  year. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  MEIKLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


TABLE  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1911  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages  . . 10,9141  At 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  37,990.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . 2,467  [ Census  of 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4 j 1911. 
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TABLE  IV.— INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1911. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  & HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

OF  Nuisances. 


premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices, 

(3) 

FACTORIES  

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

WORKSHOPS  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

3 

18 

1 

Total 

21 

1 

2.-DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  8c  WORKPLACES. 


1 

i 

Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Nuisances  imder  the  Public  Health  Acts  :~ 

Sanitary  Accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Total  . . 

1 

1 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on 

the  Register  (s,  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number, 

(2) 

Important  classes 
of  workshops, 
such  as  work- 
shop bakehouses 
may  be  enum- 
erated here. 

■ 

- Workshops  

44 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  . . 

44 

00 


Death-Rate  for  each  Parish,  1911. 


Parish 

Total  Deaths 

Population 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 

Death-rate 

from 

Zymotic 

Disease 

Cockerton 

12 

1099 

10-9 

2-7 

H aughton  - le-  Skerne 

15 

1349 

111 

Archdeacon  Newton 

. . . 

48 

■ 

Aycliffe,  Great 

11 

750 

146 

13 

Barmpton 

1 

87 

11'4 

Blackweli 

11 

405 

27-4 

Brafferton 

1 

144 

6 9 

Burden,  Great 

3 

94 

31-9 

Coatham  Mundeville 

4 

129 

31-0 

Coniscliffe,  High 

2 

312 

6-4 

Coniscliffe,  Low 

2 

149 

13  4 

Denton 

3 

96 

31-2 

Dinsdale,  Low 

5 

252 

19-8 

Heighington 

8 

658 

121 

Houghton-le-Side 

3 

82 

36-5 

Hurworth 

21 

1452 

14-4 

Killerby 

1 

70 

14-2 

Middleton- St. -George 

37 

1531 

24-1 

1-3 

Morton  Palms 

1 

71 

140 

Neasham 

9 

336 

26-7 

Piercebridge 

2 

209 

9-5 

Eedworth 

8 

451 

17-7 

Sadberge 

4 

412 

97 

12-4 

School  Aycliffe 

• « • 

21 

Sockburn 

• • • 

61 

Summerhouse 

5 

131 

38T 

Walworth 

• • • 

147 

Whessoe 

7 

368 

19-0 

2-7 

i 

Totals 

176 

10914 

16-1 

•7 

1 

i 

